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delivery spouts controlled by close-fitting metal gates.
The overflow provides for an even pressure on the delivery
spouts at all times.
Where the check system is used the water is delivered
at the highest corner in a large head and conveyed to-
different parts of the orchard through temporary earth
ditches.
TIME   OF  APPLICATION
Citrus trees should never be allowed to suffer for water.
Olive trees, aside from dropping the fruit, are not per-
manently injured, but citrus trees receive a setback which
it often takes years to overcome. The soil should be
watched and water applied before the trees show any
signs of distress such as curling of the leaves or dropping
of the fruit. It is very important that the grower keep
in close personal touch with the condition of the soil to
the depth of four or five feet. The only way to find out
the condition of the soil is by digging holes at various
places or by using the King soil sampler.
Where growers take the water from a company serving
a large area, they usually irrigate in rotation about once a
month during the summer and less often during the rainy
season. This system is objected to on the ground that
there is not an incentive to use water economically.
While the trees are small and the supply of water is greater
than necessary there is a tendency to try to make amends
for poor cultivation by over irrigation.
Experienced growers are able to determine when a soil
needs water by simply feeling it in the hands. Beginners,
however, should make physical tests of the water content